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First iron ore train leaves Koolyanobbing 

Mineral Resources Limited (ASX: MIN; MRL or Company) is pleased to announce the departure 
of its first train loaded with iron ore from the newly acquired Koolyanobbing Operation 
(Koolyanobbing), about 50km north of Southern Cross in Western Australia’s Yilgarn region.  

The train, made up of MRL-owned and operated locomotives and rolling stock, is on its way to 
Esperance to begin the process of stockpiling ore at the port ahead of MRL’s first iron ore shipment 
out of the port, which is expected within the next four weeks. 

The successful and safe loading of this first train marks an important milestone for MRL, having 
now completed the ramp-up of production at Koolyanobbing to its targeted nameplate capacity – 
less than three months since the Company acquired the project. 

The pace at which MRL has been able to safely and efficiently commence and ramp up operations 
at Koolyanobbing is a credit to the dedication and skill of our workforce. 

The commencement of operations follows strong ongoing support from the WA Government and 
its key departments including the Southern Port Authority, which collaborated with MRL to modify 
the rail car dumper at Esperance to be capable of unloading MRL’s fleet of bottom-dump rail 
wagons. MRL has also received strong support from Arc Infrastructure, the owner of the train track 
network that connects Koolyanobbing to Esperance.   

Mineral Resources Managing Director Chris Ellison said: 

“This is a significant milestone in MRL’s history and a great moment for the Yilgarn and Esperance 
communities. 

“When we decided earlier this year to take on the Koolyanobbing operations previously operated 
by Cleveland-Cliffs Inc, we did so because of our firm belief we could sustain a viable iron ore 
export operation in the region and safeguard hundreds of jobs in regional Western Australia. 

“This successful outcome would not have been possible without the great assistance of Premier 
Mark McGowan and his Government, the leadership team at the Esperance port and Paul Larsen 
and his team at Arc Infrastructure.  

“We look forward to building up our iron ore stockpiles at the port of Esperance ahead of loading 
our first ship before the end of this year.” 

The first train, consisting of 106 wagons carrying a total of 7488 tonnes of iron ore fines, completed 
loading at Koolyanobbing earlier today and embarked on its journey to Esperance this afternoon.  

The Company’s operations will provide direct employment for approximately 285 men and women 
across the mine and related infrastructure. In addition, the project will provide indirect employment 
for approximately 415 additional men and women whose goods and services support the 
Koolyanobbing operation. 
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For further information, please contact: 
 
Mark Wilson 
Chief Financial Officer/Company Secretary 
Mineral Resources Limited 
T: +61 8 9329 3600 
E: mark.wilson@mineralresources.com.au 
 

Peter Klinger 
Media Relations 
Cannings Purple 
T: +61 (0)411 251 540 
E: pklinger@canningspurple.com.au 

 
  
About Mineral Resources 
Mineral Resources Limited (ASX: MIN) is a Perth-based leading mining services provider, with 
a particular focus on the iron ore and hard-rock lithium sectors in Western Australia. Using 
technical know-how and an innovative approach to deliver exceptional outcomes, Mineral 
Resources has become one of the ASX’s best-performing contractors since listing in 2006. 
To learn more, please visit www.mineralresources.com.au. 
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