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ASX RELEASE 
 
 
 
 
28 September 2020 
 

 

 

Conclusion of court proceedings 

Ardent Leisure Group Limited (ASX:ALG)(Ardent) advises that the prosecution in relation to the 2016 
Dreamworld tragedy commenced by the Queensland Work Health & Safety Prosecutor against Ardent’s 
subsidiary company, Ardent Leisure Limited, has been finalised.  
 
Ardent accepts the Court’s decision to impose a fine of $3.6 million for breaches of the Work Health and Safety 
Act 2011 (Qld). 
 
 A copy of the media statement released by Ardent today is attached.  
 
 
 
Authorised by the Board of Ardent Leisure Group Limited 
 
Bronwyn Weir        
Company Secretary      
Ph: +61 2 9168 4602      

mailto:registrars@linkmarketservices.com.au


 
 

 MEDIA RELEASE           
 
 
 

Monday 28 September, 2020  
 

 
ARDENT APOLOGISES UNRESERVEDLY TO THE FAMILIES FOR THEIR TRAGIC LOSSES AND 
ACCEPTS FULL RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE TERRIBLE TRAGEDY THAT OCCURRED AT 
DREAMWORLD IN 2016  

Attributed to Ardent Leisure Group Chairman, Dr. Gary Weiss AM (appointed 29 September 
2017) and Ardent Leisure Group Theme Parks Division Chief Executive Officer, John Osborne 
(appointed 5 November 2018). 

Ardent apologises, unreservedly, for the past circumstances and failures at Dreamworld that 
resulted in the tragic loss of four lives and for the deep and ongoing impact on so many 
people: the families and friends of those who passed away, other guests, first responders, 
emergency services, Dreamworld team members, and the many other people involved who 
have also been affected. 
 
The Ardent Board and the new Dreamworld leadership team would like to express their 
deepest sympathies to the families of Roozbeh Araghi, Luke Dorsett, Kate Goodchild and 
Cindy Low for the enormous loss to each of them from the terrible tragedy which occurred 
at Dreamworld, nearly four years ago, and the ongoing suffering from that loss.  
 
Ardent accepts responsibility for this tragedy without qualification or reservation.  Following 
the first public hearing in June 2018, Ardent indicated that it would implement all of the 
Coroner’s recommendations, and more recently it pleaded guilty at the first opportunity to 
all three charges brought by the Work Health and Safety Prosecutor.  
 
Today we accept the Court’s decision to impose a fine of $3.6 million which is the largest 
fine in Queensland history for a workplace tragedy. 
 
There has been considerable change at Dreamworld over the last few years as was 
acknowledged by the Coroner in his report.  This change, driven by the new and 
experienced leadership team, has resulted in a complete overhaul of Dreamworld’s safety 
systems which has led to enhancements to existing systems and practices and the adoption 
of new ones. The team’s approach was recently recognised by Workplace Health and Safety 
Queensland when it accepted Safety Case Outlines for both Dreamworld and WhiteWater 
World.  The Safety Case model underpins the Queensland Government’s new regulatory 
framework for major amusement parks.   

The majority of families, first responders and others impacted by the tragedy have received 
compensation. The Ardent Board has, and continues to, press for the expeditious resolution 
of the remaining claims noting that, in the case of compensation for minors, the court’s 
approval is required before compensation can be finalised.  
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The construction of the Memorial Garden announced in February was put on hold due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic and this project will recommence in the next few months following 
consultation with immediate family members.    
 
We sincerely hope the finalisation of the prosecution will go some way towards furthering 
the healing process for families and all those impacted by the tragedy. 
  

ENDS. 
 
For media enquiries please contact:  
Paul Callander M: 0409 899 425 | paul.callander@dreamworld.com.au 
 
 


